
makes certain requirements for continuing medical
educations in order to maintain membership in
the Academy. The American College of Physicians
has planned an examination which may be taken
voluntarily for the information of the candidate
as to his medical competence.

Dillon3 recommended that medical organiza-
tions, such as the American College of Physicians,
American College of Surgeons and others, require
a certain amount of documented postgraduate work
to maintain membership.
The half life of one's medical knowledge is

about ten years. Without a planned program for
continuing medical education it is impossible to
keep abreast of the many changes and advances

being made in medicine. If physicians voluntarily
assume this obligation for their continuing medical
education, there will be no need for governmental
intervention.
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Immnunization and
The Registered Nurse

A Joint Statement on General Immunization and
the Role of the Registered Nurse by the Califor-
nia Medical Association, the California Hospitl
Association, the California Nurses' Association
and the California Conference of Local Health
Officers.

BECAUSE OF THE possibility (even if remote) of
individual reactions to biological agents used, and
with the objective of protecting persons receiving
general immunizing agents, and to protect the phy-
sician, the registered nurse, and any institution or
agency participating, the California Medical Asso-
ciation, the California Nurses' Association, the
California Hospital Association, and the Califor-
nia Conference of Local Health Officers acknowl-
edges the right of registered nurses to administer
biologicals as part of general immunization, but
only if:

1. The nurse performs the necessary techniques
in a clinic upon the order of a licensed doctor of
medicine in attendance at the clinic site so long
as injections are being given, and

2. The technique is to be performed within the
framework of preparation and procedures for
practice of the registered nurse, which have been
established for the agency or institution by a com-
mittee composed of representatives of the agency
or institution including doctors, registered nurses
and administration. This framework of prepara-
tion, and of practice is to be reproduced in writ-
ing and a copy transmitted to the total medical
and nursing staff, and

3. It is the jurisdiction of that committee in
that agency or institution to:

a) decide if the registered nurse may perform
the technique and the conditions under
which she may perform the technique.

b) determine the preparation to be required of
the registered nurse

c) establish inservice teaching to be required
d) delineate the immunizing agents that nurses

may administer, and
e) set up medical guiding principles to govern

the treatment of possible anaphylactic re-
actions
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